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BACKYARD 
EVANGELISM 

How can I witness to my neighbor, when I am a sinner, he is a 
sinner, and we both know it? Perhaps he has seen me when I 
was angry, or heard me say something I should not have said. 
Won't he interpret my witness actions and words as 
hypocritical, as pietistic, or even as interfering? Perhaps my 
witness will strain our relationship. I wouldn't know what to say 
or where to begin. Maybe I won't be able to answer the 
questions or objections he could raise. Such are the excuses 
and reasons we could offer for our inability to witness to our 
neighbors and others. 

But, the fact is, for better or for worse, I am a witness to my 
Christian faith to all who know me or perceive me as a 
Christian. I witness every day to what I am as a Christian by 
what I do and say. For this reason the question is not, can I 
be a witness, but how can I be a better witness to my 
neighbor? Perhaps these suggestions and approaches will 
offer some help.  

Be A Friend  
Jesus was a friend to people. He was approachable. He was 
compassionate. He became their helper and friend, 
especially through his healing miracles. In this way he drew 
many people to himself, and they became willing to hear his 
message. Be a friend to people -a kind, compassionate, 
helping friend. In this way we develop rapport with people. 
In this way we can "earn the right" to speak to our neighbor 
about something as important, and personal as eternal 
salvation. Friendship can make our neighbors receptive to 
our message -the Gospel of Christ.  

Be A Good Listener 
One demonstration of our friend- ship is our 

willingness to "lend an ear" to our neighbor, 
not to hear gossip, but to listen to his 

concerns, whatever they may be - his 
job, society, morality, and even life itself. 

By listening, we get to know him, especially 
his spiritual thoughts and understanding. This 

will enable us to learn "where he is at 
spiritually", and so be in position to bring him 
God's Word of truth and life.  

Be An Example 
In an age when Biblical morality and piety are being disdained, we 
have an obligation, as well as the opportunity, to witness by 
portraying a Christlike character. We would do well to take to 
heart what Paul once wrote to the Philippians, "Your attitude 
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus". The world, and this 
includes our neighbors, needs to "see" in us a morality and piety 
befitting Christian faith and life. Christians are "peculiar" (different) 
people in this world, and that ought to be so evident in our daily 
life -and so wonderfully different -that people would say, "That's 
the way I want my life to be."  

Be A Gospel Witness  
It is common for people to "talk religion" over the back fence, and 
every other place. People like to talk religion. People like to argue 
religion. It is easy for people to be sidetracked into discussing 
religious pet peeves, peripheral matters, anything and everything 
but what really counts, the answer to the question: What will 
happen to me after I die? For this reason we want to let our Gospel 
witness be first and foremost in our religious discussions. I would 
say to my neighbor, who has raised a religious pet peeve, "That's 
an interesting point, but would you mind if we first reviewed what 
the Bible has to say about our salvation? For it is only when we 
understand God's plan of salvation, that we can understand other 
religious questions and concerns." Be a Gospel witness -first and 
foremost!  

Be Ready With An Answer  
Nevertheless, we do want to give answer to our neighbor's 
religious questions and concerns. In so doing, we must be careful 
never to "bluff" an answer. If we are uncertain how to give answer 
to his concern, objection, or question, it is preferable to ask 
permission to return with an answer. It might even be possible to 
ask permission for your pastor to come and give answer. This 
would be appropriate if your neighbor were unchurched. It could 
"open the door" for your pastor to that home and make possible 
further instruction in the Word of God. We should also remember 
that our pastor can be a good resource person to help us construct 
the answer to people's questions and objections. Yes, we can, as 
Peter says, "Be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give a reason for the hope that you have." A witness to my 
neighbor? Yes I am! God, let me be the best witness I can be, to 
the glory of Christ.  

Please join us in Bible Study on Sunday from November 10 through 24 to learn some other 

ways you might be able to share Jesus with friends, relatives, associates, and neighbors. 



Two Thanksgiving 
Services will be 
conducted.  One is 
on Wed., Nov. 27, 

at 6:30 p.m.  The 
other will be on Thurs., 

Nov. 28, at 9:30 a.m.   Both Services will be the same, except 
with some varied musical enhancements by our choral and 
instrumental participants.  May we all gather at God’s house to 
give thanks to him for another year of gracious blessings for 
our bodies and souls.  We also give thanks for the abundant 
blessings and many opportunities that we receive though our 
Star of Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School for another 
year.  Thank you also for our dedicated faculty and staff and 
the privilege of serving you for another year.  Blessed 
Thanksgiving to each one of you and to your families! 

Groundbreaking 
We will have only on Service at 
9:30 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 3.  
The other Services on Saturday 
Night and Monday Night will be held at their normal times, 
5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. respectively.  Please join us as we give 
thanks to our Lord for enabling us to begin construction on our 
new addition for ministry expansion.  Sincere thanks to many 
of you for working hard, sacrificing greatly, and praying 
frequently for this day to arrive.  May the Lord continue to 
bless the workers with safety and their efforts with steady 
progress in the coming months.  Watch for opportunities 
where you, too, might be able to use your gifts somewhere in 
the process to hasten that great day of Dedication! 
 

Something new, Growth Groups, 
small group Bible studies for in 
your home, someone else’s home, 
coffee shops or restaurants, will 
begin in October.  If you are 
interested, fill out a form on the 
table in the gathering area.  You 
also can find the information on-
line at www.starofbethlehem.org   

 

Call Received  
Mr. Timothy Mueller has received a 
call to serve as Principal at Luther 
High School in Onalaska, WI.  He says, 
"I am absolutely confident that in all 
things God works.  His presence, His 
grace, His blessing are so evident 
here.  Be confident with me that He is 
and He will continue to work all things 
for our eternal good."  Please keep 
Mr. Mueller, his family, and the 
ministries of Star and Luther High 
School in your prayers.  

Several weeks 
remain in our Ten 
for Ten financial 
commitments of 
our Stewardship 
Emphasis this Fall.  Our commitments have been placed on 
the altar and will be returned to you, still unopened, at the 
conclusion of the program on the first weekend of 
December.  Sincere thanks to all those who did fill out a 
commitment form and participated in the program.  If you 
didn’t, several commitment materials are still available on 
the credenza by the bulletin board.  Just place your forms 
in the offering plate any weekend.  May the Lord continue 
to bless our offerings that are firstfruits, proportional, and 
sacrificial for his glory and the extension of his kingdom.   
 

Services with a Welcome Home 
theme, some Adult Bible Classes 
with the same theme, and 
special mailings were 
specifically sent out in an effort 
to encourage some of our 
Savior’s straying sheep and 

lambs to come back home again.  This effort will continue 
as a focus of our Elders’ Board next year, and our pastoral 
attempts to visit Every Member of the congregation in 
your homes during 2020 and beyond.  We all can be a part 
of God’s plan to regain any of our Savior’s sheep and lambs 
within our Star of Bethlehem family, by encouraging one 
another in faithful worship attendance, and by frequent 
reception of the Lord’s Supper.  We can be good examples 
to them with our own faithful use of the Means of Grace 
and then gladly serve as key instruments as our Savior’s 
voice in reclaiming the straying and in joyfully welcoming 
them home! 

WLHS STEEL BAND 
This ensemble will be here to 
play for our  Services on Sunday, 
Nov. 24.  Dr. Phil Huebner, of our 
WLHS faculty and who has 
children in our Star of Bethlehem 
Lutheran School, will serve as our 
Guest Preacher that weekend, Nov. 23-25.  We invite and 
encourage all of you to join us! 
 

Star of Bethlehem School is 
researching the possibility of 
offering care for 2-year-olds, 
potentially beginning in the 2020-
2021 school year. We would like 
as much input on this as possible. 
If you or anyone you know has a child 
who will be 2 by September 1, 2020, please go to 
www.starofbethlehem.org/2k by November 18, 2019 to fill 
out a brief survey. Thank you for your time. 

 

http://www.starofbethlehem.org/
http://www.starofbethlehem.org/2k


 

Please join the women of Star as we 
contemplate "Waiting for the Lord" 
this Advent season and throughout 
our lives. The evening will include time 
to eat and socialize followed by a 
candlelit song service and meditation 
in the sanctuary. Bring your family, 
friends and neighbors! 

Star Seniors 
Our Star Seniors met on Oct. 30, for a 
Cousin’s sub supper followed by a 
presentation by the chair of the 
Central African Medical Mission, our 
WELS work in Zambia and Malawi with 
medical means as a tool for sharing 
the Gospel.  We thank Shelley Sievert 
for her informative presentation.  Our 
meeting next month will be on Nov. 
20, at 6:00 p.m., a little earlier on 
account of Thanksgiving at the end of 
November.  We invite all senior 
members, 55 and over, as well as 
drivers, spouse, and guests to join us 
for this meeting or any of our other 
Star Senior meetings, outings or 
service projects.  A look ahead has our 
December meeting on the 21st for our 
Chili/Pie meal at 1:00 p.m., prior to 
our Christmas candy bag assembly for 
the children on Christmas Eve.   

 

Oliver Luke Papenfuss, son of Lucas 
and Susan Papenfuss, was baptized 
at Star of Bethlehem on October 6, 
2019.  May the Lord keep him in his 
loving arms throughout life to life 
everlasting. 

CALLED HOME! 

It pleased Almighty God to call out of this 
life the soul of Judie Petzold.  Judie was a 
faithful member of Star of Bethlehem for 
many years, served as a Sunday School 
teacher, sang in the choir, and sent many 
cards and mementos to our members for a 
long time.  Judie’s health declined with MS, 
and she spent her final years in a group 
home in Fredonia.  A Memorial Service was 
held at Star of Bethlehem on Sunday, Oct. 
6, 2019.  May the Lord comfort her 
husband, John, and all who mourn with the 
certain hope of a joyous reunion in heaven.   
 

EARLY BIRD 
BIBLE CLASS 

Our Friday morning 
Early Bird Bible Class meets 
at 8:00 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.  We have just 
begun a study of the 
Book of Proverbs.  You are welcome to join 
us any Friday morning.  Bring a Bible or use 
one of ours.  All other materials are 
provided.  Coffee, tea, etc. are available 
upon your arrival.  We begin promptly at 
8:00 a.m. and will have you on your way 
home by 9:00.  See you on Friday! 
 

MEN’S BASKETBALL LEAGUE 
Various WELS men’s teams are 

looking forward to another 
year in our Star Men’s 
Basketball League.  A new 

season will begin on Sunday, 
Dec. 1.  If you would like to 

participate on our Star men’s team, please 
contact Pastor G.  If any of our young 
people would like to help keep scorebook 
or run the scoreboard (for $7.50.hr.) again 
please contact Pastor G. as the schedules 
will be set up on a rotational basis soon.  
Training is offered for any of our young 
volunteers!  Good luck to our Star men on 
the upcoming basketball season! 

TOUR GERMANY/SWITZERLAND/FRANCE 
James Humann, retired WELS pastor, invites 
you to join him June 12 - 22, 2020 as he hosts 
a BEST OF EUROPE tour, including the 
Passion Play of Oberammergau, Germany, 
also visiting the Rhine Valley, Heidelberg, 
Rothenburg and Munich in Germany, 
Lucerne in Switzerland and Paris in France. 
This tour was sold out, but just recently four 
to five more places have become available. 
For a brochure with pricing and the complete 
itinerary e-mail Pastor Humann at 
Jhumann383@aol.com. 

The Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee 
presents “Comfort and Joy.” 

The Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee, under 
the direction of Levi Nagel, is pleased to 
announce its upcoming “Prelude to 
Christmas” concert under the theme 
“Comfort and Joy.” Please note that the 
concert will take place at a different 
location: Trinity Lutheran Church (1052 
White Rock Ave., Waukesha, WI 53186) on 
December 1 at 2:00 & 4:30 p.m. An annual 
favorite, this concert is a wonderful way to 
kick off the Christmas concert season. This 
year’s presentation will feature a small 
string and woodwind ensemble. The organ 
prelude, played by Lynn Kozlowski, will 
begin 20 minutes prior to each concert. A 
free will offering will be collected to 
support the choir’s ministry. (We also have 
a new look this season.) More info at 
lutheranchorale.org. Please join us! 

Veterans Day Observance - 
Monday, November 11 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School will hold 
its annual Veterans Day observance on 
Monday, November 11, 2019. Service men 
and women are invited to a 
complimentary breakfast in the WLHS 
cafeteria at 7:30 a.m. To RSVP for the 
breakfast, visit www.wlhs.org/veterans by 
Monday, November 
4. For additional 
questions, contact 
Heidi Witz, 
planner@wlhs.org 
or 414-453-4567 
ext. 2004.  

 
Mr. Kurt Seeger, WLHS Director of 
Technology and Math Instructor, was 
honored at Raabe Stadium for his last 
home Viking varsity football game, on 
Friday, October 18. For 23 years and over 
130 games, the fall air has been filled with 
Mr. Seeger's enthusiastic calls of 
"touchdown Vikings!" and "tackled by a 
boat-load of Vikings!" Mr. Seeger will be 
retiring at the end of the 2019-2020 
school year. We thank him for his years of 
service to our WLHS football program as 
an announcer and super-fan.  Kurt’s 
daughter-in-law serves as one of our 
teachers’ aides, and his grandchildren 
attend Star of Bethlehem Lutheran School.  
He frequently attends our athletic events.  
Take a moment to say: “Well done!” 
 

mailto:Jhumann383@aol.com
http://lutheranchorale.org/
https://wlhs.myschoolapp.com/podium/push/Log.aspx?s=768&snd=2b3ac024-48d2-4f3a-9b5a-39780229b5ed&url=https%3a%2f%2fwlhs.myschoolapp.com%2fpodium%2fdefault.aspx%3ft%3d204%26amp%3bnid%3d1131012%26amp%3bsdb%3d1&lbl=Veterans+Day+Observance+-+Monday%2c+November+11&bl=%2fpodium%2fpush%2fdefault.aspx%3fs%3d768%26i%3d305214%26snd%3d2b3ac024-48d2-4f3a-9b5a-39780229b5ed
https://wlhs.myschoolapp.com/podium/push/Log.aspx?s=768&snd=2b3ac024-48d2-4f3a-9b5a-39780229b5ed&url=https%3a%2f%2fwlhs.myschoolapp.com%2fpodium%2fdefault.aspx%3ft%3d204%26amp%3bnid%3d1131012%26amp%3bsdb%3d1&lbl=Veterans+Day+Observance+-+Monday%2c+November+11&bl=%2fpodium%2fpush%2fdefault.aspx%3fs%3d768%26i%3d305214%26snd%3d2b3ac024-48d2-4f3a-9b5a-39780229b5ed
https://wlhs.myschoolapp.com/podium/push/Log.aspx?s=768&snd=2b3ac024-48d2-4f3a-9b5a-39780229b5ed&url=https%3a%2f%2fwlhs.myschoolapp.com%2fpodium%2fdefault.aspx%3ft%3d36644%26amp%3brid%3d20131&lbl=www.wlhs.org%2fveterans&bl=%2fpodium%2fpush%2fdefault.aspx%3fs%3d768%26i%3d305214%26snd%3d2b3ac024-48d2-4f3a-9b5a-39780229b5ed
mailto:planner@wlhs.org
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GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS THROUGH 10/13/19 

Star's 2019 mission plan of $1,143,989 requires average weekly offerings of $22,000.  The YTD 
mission plan amount reported above takes into consideration the variability of weekly offerings.  
Based on historical giving patterns, above average offerings are received during church holidays. 

5 tasty ways to tweak recipes 
for healthier eating 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

1. Start fresh, stay positive 

Remember: "Healthier" doesn't mean 
"less tasty." Keep your mind open to 

experiencing new flavors. Enjoy the process 
as you experiment with fresh ingredients 
and create dishes that don't rely on fat and 

salt for taste. 

2. Reduce fats, sugars and salt, increase herbs and spices 

Most of us consume too much saturated fat. But fat adds 
flavor, so scaling back fat alone is not the answer. Studies 
have found, though, if you scale back fat and pump up 
flavor by adding herbs and spices, you can get the great 
taste you crave. 

For instance, instead of 80 percent lean meat, choose 95 
percent lean meat. Then, use a heavier hand with the basil, 
oregano, garlic and other favorite flavors for a really 
satisfying result. 

Researchers have tried the approach with dessert, too. In 
one study, they cut the sugar content of apple crisp by more 
than a third, but added an extra jolt of Saigon cinnamon to 
compensate. It worked: Tasters liked that version just as 
much as the full-sugar original. 

3. Swap this for that 

Learn some basic ingredient swaps and you'll instantly up 
your healthy cooking quotient. Here are just a few 
examples: 

 Heavy cream or half-and-half = fat-free half-and-half 

 1 egg = 2 egg whites 

 Garlic salt = garlic powder 

 Syrup = pureed fruit 

 Ground beef = extra-lean beef, or ground chicken or 
ground turkey 

 White rice = wild rice, pearl barley or bulgur wheat 

4. Learn new cooking techniques 

 Beware the fryer! Eating a lot of fried food has been 
associated with a higher risk of type 2 diabetes, obesity 
and heart disease. Instead, learn to bake, grill, steam and 
roast. 

 Pre-heat your saute pan. Adding cold ingredients to a cold 
pan results in drier, less tasty food; starting with a hot 
pan lets you sear in flavor. 

5. Stock the right tools 

 Nonstick pan. Does your recipe call for sautéing 
vegetables in oil? Using a good nonstick pan, you can 
usually saute without added fat. 

 Steamer basket. Many top chefs steam fish, chicken or 
seafood atop a layer of aromatic herbs or vegetables for 
moist, flavorful results without adding fat. 

 Kitchen shears. Invaluable for snipping away fat from 
meat, cutting up dried fruit for sauces and toppings, or 
quickly clipping fresh herbs. 

Armed with your new knowledge and a few essential 
techniques and tools, you'll be able to tackle any recipe, and 
make it your way — the healthy, delicious way. 

 

From the President 
The decision to give some of your hard-earned money to a non-profit 
(i.e., a “charity”) isn’t easy, is it? 

When Nan and I consider doing so, we look over their reputation, their 
goals, and whether we believe in their mission.  That is, we first 
consider whether they are “worthy” of receiving our money. 

And whether it’s St. Jude Hospital, Wounded Warriors, or the local pet 
shelter, it’s always about an assessment of that organization’s values 
and if they are aligned with our own personal values. 

We all give because we want to make a positive impact, however small 
that might be.  Everyone wants to “do good.” 

That’s a secular way of thinking.  And that’s fine, but there is another 
way of thinking about giving – the Christian way. 

Billy Graham once said, “If a person gets his attitude toward money 
straight, it will help straighten out almost every other area in his life.” 

If I might summarize his thinking:  It’s about the grace of giving. 

Let me explain . . . . 

Over the last few weeks, we’ve heard several messages regarding our 
Ten-For-Ten stewardship program.  We’ve been encouraged to 
seriously consider how our Lord’s grace has blessed us personally and 
to respond financially, as appropriate, in our own particular situation.  
The focus is on proportional first-fruits giving.  It’s simply a response to 
what our Lord has given us by His grace.  It was never deserved. 

In other words, a Christian gives back a portion to the Lord of what was 
His in the first place. 

You have undoubtedly noticed the weekly financial giving updates.  
You may have also noticed that our weekly offerings are behind (about 
$60,000) where our approved 2019 Mission Plan would otherwise have 
us be. 

While that amount seems to be a huge number (and it is!), there is also 
some good news to report:  other, unanticipated monies have been 
received to help offset some of that deficit. 

Praise God! 

But the year isn’t over yet – we have two full months to go (and about 
$258,000) in order to meet our 2019 Ministry Plan, so let us not “rest 
easy.” 

The takeaway? 

Please continue to pray that the Lord of the Harvest would move our 
members to continue their financial support of Star’s many ministries – 
and that every member would participate in the Ten-For Ten 
stewardship emphasis. 

See you in church and bible study! 
Gene Szaj   

 


